
Lesson 1 - Getting to Know Your Camera

Shutter Button: Pushing the shutter button halfway down makes the camera 
focus. Keep holding it halfway down if you want to recompose your image (not 
too much or your subject will be blurry). Push it all the way down to take the 
picture.

Focus Lock Button: When you hold this button, you "hold" the focus of the 
subject you want to capture and then you can recompose your photo for a 
more interesting or creative shot. This will affect only that one image; it does 
not hold for subsequent images

Exposure Lock Button: This also allows you to use a certain part of a scene 
to help make your exposure and then to recompose the scene with your 
previous "decision" as being the exposure chosen for that image. Again, this 
will not be for subsequent images.

In some cameras, this button affects both the exposure and the focus at the 
same time; but with some custom functions you can assign one or the other 
function for that same button.

Aperture Dial: This will change your aperture (F stop) and affect your 
exposure and depth of field

Shutter Speed Dial: Again, another dial that will influence your exposures 
and your creativity.

Flash: If you have a built in flash unit, it can often be regulated with a flash 
compensation dial. If you change the amount of flash with the flash 
compensation button, it will remain at that level until you physically change it 
again.

Exposure Compensation Button: This gives you the ability to compensate 
or change the exposure of every image-either "over" exposing or "under" 
exposing each image by a certain amount. Once this is dialed in, it applies to 
every image until it is zeroed out.

Depth of Field Preview Button: This previews what will be in focus with the 
current setting of aperture.

Mirror Lock-up: There are two types of mirror lock-up on some digital 
cameras.

1. Holds the mirror in a locked position as you press the shutter for a 
greater potential for sharper images - a wonderful advantage for 
landscape photography or any still life photography that is done on a 
tripod.

2. Locks the mirror up so that if you clean your sensor, the mirror is held 



out of the way.
3.

Tripod Mount: An attachment that allows you to put a tripod onto your 
camera. This is very important in landscape, panoramic, or nature 
photography.

Bulb Setting, Self-Timer, or Remote Control: This gives you the flexibility to 
do some fun and creative photography.

Memory Card Type: Compact flash, Smart Media or other card types. Be 
aware that the size and speed of these cards can vary and affect how fast 
your images process. 

White Balance: This feature allows you to change the "whites" of your images 
under different situations. In any picture, white should be white - a white shirt, 
curtain, tablecloth, even a person’s skin tone. The white balance function sets 
the white in the picture as close to white as possible. It varies according to the 
type of light you’re shooting in. We’ll test it out in depth for you to see for 
yourself.

ISO: You need to change your ISO when you’re in dark or bright areas. The 
darker it is, the higher your ISO needs to be and vice versa - the brighter it is, 
the lower the ISO number. In point and shoot and some semi-pro cameras, a 
high ISO makes your picture ‘dotty’, especially in the shadowy areas, like the 
night sky or a darker room. We’ll test different ISO settings to show you what 
we mean.

Exposure areas: Many of you have an exposure area choice - usually 
referred to as spot, matrix, evaluative or center-weighted.(Terms vary with 
different camera manufacturers). This tells the camera where to gather 
information to determine the "readings" for exposure. The wider the area for it 
to choose from (matrix or evaluative), the more balanced the overall exposure 
would be. Depending on what you shoot, this could be just fine. There may be 
some instances where you want more control. We’ll address those as well.

Focus choices: Again, this is an option with some cameras, single focus, 
continuous focus, or continuous auto focus. This choice determines what type 
of focusing you want the camera to do, depending on if your subject is moving 
or stationary.

Quality of Images: Every camera allows you to choose different file types to 
save your images as: JPEG (fine or normal), raw (compressed or 
uncompressed), tiff and/or other file formats. The higher quality that you 
choose, the more data you will have and the better quality images you will 
have. 

Optical Diopter Adjustment: This is for looking in your viewfinder and 



adjusting the focus of the view for your own particular vision. 

                                                                                               



Terms and Meanings -

Aperture Priority Mode (A or AV)

• This mode is really a semi-automatic (or semi-manual) 

mode where you choose the aperture and where your camera 

chooses the other settings (shutter speed, white balance, ISO etc) so 

as to ensure you have a well balanced exposure. Aperture priority 

mode is useful when you’re looking to control the depth of field in a 

shot (usually a stationary object where you don’t need to control 

shutter speed). Choosing a larger number aperture means the 

aperture (or the opening in your camera when shooting) is smaller and 

lets less light in. This means you’ll have a larger depth of field (more of 

the scene will be in focus) but that your camera will choose a slower 

shutter speed. Small numbers means the opposite (ie your aperture is 

large, depth of field will be small and your camera will probably choose 

a faster shutter speed).

Shutter Priority Mode (S or TV)

• Shutter priority is very similar to aperture priority mode but 

is the mode where you select a shutter speed and the camera then 

chooses all of the other settings. You would use this mode where you 

want to control over shutter speed (obviously). For example when 

photographing moving subjects (like sports) you might want to choose 

a fast shutter speed to freeze the motion. On the flip-side of this you 

might want to capture the movement as a blur of a subject like a 

waterfall and choose a slow shutter speed. You might also choose a 



slow shutter speed in lower light situations.

Program Mode (P)

• Some digital cameras have this priority mode in addition to 

auto mode (in a few cameras Program mode IS full Auto mode… 

confusing isn’t it!). In those cameras that have both, Program mode is 

similar to Auto but gives you a little more control over some other 

features including flash, white balance, ISO etc. Check your digital 

camera’s manual for how the Program mode differs from Automatic in 

your particular model.

Fully Manual Mode

• Manual Mode

• In this mode you have full control over your camera and 

need to think about all settings including shutter speed, aperture, ISO, 

white balance, flash etc. It gives you the flexibility to set your shots up 

as you wish. Of course you also need to have some idea of what 

you’re doing in manual mode so most digital camera owners that I 

have anything to do with tend to stick to one of the priority modes.

EXIF stands for ‘Exchangeable Image File’ data and it is the 

information that your camera stores with you image file that tells you 

about it. EXIF data is very useful for a variety of reasons – the main 

one being that it allows a photographer to compare shots to find out 

what effect on the picture different settings have. To look at an image’s 

EXIF data, right click an image file and click ‘properties’ (if you’re on a 



Mac click ‘get info’).


